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intervening action or debate, and any 
statements related to the bill be placed 
in the RECORD at the appropriate place 
as if read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
320 submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 320) designating No-

vember 26, 2011, as ‘‘Small Business Satur-
day’’ and supporting efforts to increase 
awareness of the value of locally owned 
small businesses. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 320) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 320 

Whereas small businesses represent 99.7 
percent of all businesses having employees 
(commonly referred to as ‘‘employer firms’’) 
in the United States; 

Whereas small businesses employ 1⁄2 of the 
employees in the private sector in the United 
States; 

Whereas small businesses pay 44 percent of 
the total payroll of the employees in the pri-
vate sector in the United States; 

Whereas small businesses are responsible 
for more than 50 percent of the private, non-
farm product of the gross domestic product; 

Whereas small businesses generated 65 per-
cent of net new jobs during the last 17 years; 

Whereas small businesses generate 60 to 80 
percent of all new jobs annually; 

Whereas small businesses focus on 2 key 
strategies: deepening relationships with cus-
tomers and creating value for customers; 

Whereas, for every $100 spent with locally 
owned, independent stores, $68 returns to the 
community through local taxes, payroll, and 
other expenditures; 

Whereas 92 percent of consumers in the 
United States agree that the success of small 
businesses is critical to the overall economic 
health of the United States; 

Whereas 93 percent of consumers in the 
United States agree that small businesses 
contribute positively to the local commu-
nity by supplying jobs and generating tax 
revenue; 

Whereas 91 percent of consumers in the 
United States have small businesses in their 
community that the consumers would miss if 
the small businesses closed; 

Whereas 99 percent of consumers in the 
United States agree that it is important to 
support the small businesses in their com-
munity; and 

Whereas 90 percent of consumers in the 
United States are willing to pledge support 

for a ‘‘buy local’’ movement: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates November 26, 2011, as ‘‘Small 

Business Saturday’’; and 
(2) supports efforts— 
(A) to encourage consumers to shop lo-

cally; and 
(B) to increase awareness of the value of 

locally owned small businesses and the im-
pact of locally owned small businesses on the 
economy of the United States. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FEDERAL EX-
ECUTIVE BOARDS 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of S. 
Res. 321, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 321) commemorating 

the 50th anniversary of the Federal Execu-
tive Boards. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today I 
rise in support of a resolution com-
memorating the 50th anniversary of 
the Federal Executive Boards. 

Federal Executive Boards were estab-
lished on November 10, 1961, by Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy through a presi-
dential directive to strengthen the co-
ordination of government activities 
outside of Washington, DC. Today, 
there are 28 Federal Executive Boards 
across the country, where more than 80 
percent of all Federal employees work. 

Federal Executive Boards have im-
proved the efficiency of Federal gov-
ernment activities and leveraged re-
sources. According to the Federal Ex-
ecutive Board Annual Report, in Fiscal 
Year 2010, Federal Executive Boards 
saved the Federal government an esti-
mated total of nearly $33 million. Fed-
eral Executive Boards coordinated Al-
ternative Dispute Resolution services 
by providing mediators to agencies at 
low or no cost, which saved the Federal 
government more than $25.2 million. 
Furthermore, Federal Executive 
Boards provided training to more than 
28,000 employees and saved the Federal 
government $7.7 million in training 
costs by providing instructors and con-
ference space to deliver group training 
sessions, which reduced travel and 
lodging expenditures. 

As we commemorate this anniver-
sary, it is fitting to recognize the con-
tributions of Federal Executive Boards 
on our communities nationwide. Fed-
eral Executive Boards supported and 
raised more than $78 million in Fiscal 
Year 2010 for the Combined Federal 
Campaign, the largest workplace char-
ity campaign, supporting 20,000 non- 
profit, charitable organizations that 
provide health and human service bene-
fits in the United States and around 
the world. Last year, Federal Execu-
tive Boards supported the government- 

wide initiative Feds Feed Families food 
drive and collected over 65,000 pounds 
of food. Additionally, Federal Execu-
tive Boards volunteer in their commu-
nities to mentor students and con-
tribute to holiday toy, blood, and 
clothing drives. 

Federal Executive Boards have also 
played an important role in emergency 
support. During the collapse of the I– 
35W Bridge in Minneapolis in August 
2007 and the massive flooding in the 
southeastern area of the state just two 
weeks later, the Minnesota Federal Ex-
ecutive Board passed critical informa-
tion from local and state sources to 
more than 100 Federal agencies to pro-
vide status updates of recovery oper-
ations and potential workforce im-
pacts. Following the 1995 bombing of 
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building 
in Oklahoma, the Oklahoma Federal 
Executive Board brought together offi-
cials to discuss how Federal Executive 
Boards can best support first respond-
ers during an emergency. 

During Hurricane Katrina, the Exec-
utive Director of the New Orleans Fed-
eral Executive Board coordinated with 
the Office of Personnel Management 
and the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to obtain and dissemi-
nate guidance, as well as communicate 
issues of concern from Federal agencies 
in the area. In addition, Federal Execu-
tive Boards initiated several activities 
to prepare Federal employees for a 
pandemic. For instance, a number of 
Federal Executive Boards held pan-
demic influenza tabletop exercises, 
which included nonprofit organiza-
tions, the private sector, and other lev-
els of government. 

Federal Executive Boards are vital to 
confronting today’s challenges and 
helping agencies meet their workforce 
needs and missions. They are uniquely 
positioned to bring together the Fed-
eral family. Again, I want to say 
mahalo, thank you, to the Federal Ex-
ecutive Boards for their valuable work 
and congratulate them on their success 
on this 50th anniversary. 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 
further that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 321) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 321 

Whereas the Federal Executive Boards 
were established through a presidential di-
rective signed by President John F. Kennedy 
in 1961; 

Whereas, the Federal Executive Boards in-
crease effectiveness and economy of Federal 
agencies through coordination of local ap-
proaches to national programs and shared 
management needs; 

Whereas, the Federal Executive Boards 
serve over 780,000 Federal civilian employees 
in 28 locations across the Nation; 
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